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Unknown Features of European Milling:
“British-German Relations in Milling”

Avrupa Degirmenciliginin Bilinmeyen Ybénleri:
“Degirmencilikte Ingiliz - Alman lliskisi”

“During the period of transition from millstone t

o roller mills, supplying machines was difficult.
Biihler produced its rollers in small scale. Simon was also complaining about the problems caused
by purchasing machines wherever he can find in order to meet the demand. By the way, Bihler also
bought and sold the other machines required for mills; and was similarly disturbed by the problems
that assembled machines caused. Coming together from time to time, Simon and Bihler discussed
the difficulties of obtaining convenient machines uniformly. These discussions led to an idea of en-
tering machine manufacturing together in Germany.”

“Degirmen tasindan valsli degdirmenlere gegis streci esnasinda, makine tedariki zor olmaktaydi.
Biihler, valslerini kiiciik bir &lgekte dretiyordu, Simon ise talebi karsilamak icin bulabildigi yerlerden
makine almanin yaratti§i problemlerden sikayetciydi. Bu arada Biihler de degirmen icin gerekli di-
ger makineleri alip satiyordu ve toplanan makinelerin meydana getirdigi problemlerden ayni sekilde

rahatsiz oluyordu. Simon ve Buhler zaman zaman

bir araya gelerek, ige yarar makinelerin yeknesak

bir sekilde teminindeki zorluklari gériisiiyorlardi. Bu gérismeler her ikisinin beraberce, Almanya’da
makine imalatlina girmeleri disiincesini ortaya cikard.”

> Translation / Terctime: Noyan ERIK

The first partner of Simon-Buhler that was founded in
Frankfurt, Germany and MIAG partnership is Henry Si-
mon who was born in Brieg, a few miles south of Braslav,
in 1835. His father is one of the founders and managers
of German railway system and a well-known lawyer. His
uncle Heinrich Simon who is a member of parliament in
Prussia is also a supporter of Revolutions of 1848. For
this reason, he was forced to leave his country and went
to Switzerland with his nephew. Studying and becoming
an engineer there, Henry Simon also continued his edu-
cation in Magdeburg University. Completing his military
service in German army then, Simon started to work as

DEGIRMENCI DERGISI

Almanya Frankfurt'ta kurulan Simon-Buhler ve (MIAG)
ortakhidinin birinci ortad, 1835 yiinda Breslav'in birkag
mil giineyinde bulunan Brieg kasabasinda dogmusg olan
Henry Simon'dur. Babasi, Aiman demiryollar sisteminin
kurucularindan ve muddrlerinden birisi olan, taninmig bir
avukattir. Prusya’da parlamento (yesi olan amcasl Heim-
rich Simon ise ayni zamanda 1848 devrimine katilanlar-
dandrr. Bu nedenle (lkesini terk etmeye mecbur edilir ve
yanina yegenini de alarak isvigre'ye gider. Burada oku-
yan ve mihendis olan Henry Simon, ayrnca Magdeburg
Universitesi'nde egitimine devam eder. Daha sonra Al-
man ordusunda askerlik hizmetini yerine getiren Simon,
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a constructor in an engineering company in Magdeburg
after being discharged.

A Manchester based British company won the tender
for Warsaw to Vilnius railway in 1860. Henry Simon was
appointed as engineer to the building site of this con-
struction. After the construction completed, he arrived
England in 1865, settled to Manchester and started to
work as a consulting engineer. He became efficiently ac-
tive in promoting newly developed chaudron process in
sinking mine shafts. A few years later, he took in charge
of agencies of machinery importer companies that en-
deavor to produce milling machinery and operate in
continental Europe, and he became a naturalized British
Citizen.

He founded Henry Simon Limited Company in 1878
and signed a contract in order to build McDougall Broth-
ers Flour Mill in Manchester, which is the first British mill
running with rollers completely. After this small startup,
he created Henry Simon Company that was considered
as one of the largest of its kind in those days. It is an un-
deniable fact that German expertise had significant influ-
ence on creation of British milling in that time.

In 1892, Henry Simon announced that he set up 400
flour mills with this system around the world. A year later, he
established Henry Simon (Australia) Ltd. Company in Aus-
tralia. In the meantime, he became successful in another
area too. In Corporation with Francois Carves, a well-known
French coke oven engineer, he managed to make the first
coke oven that succeeded in obtaining by-products too.

Coal chemicals such as ammonia, benzel and other
vaporish ones, used to disappear in the old coke ovens
which were in the shape of comb. This Corporation en-
abled the establishment of Simon-Carves Company in
1880. The first British by-product coke oven was estab-
lished in 1882 as a battery consisting of 25 ovens in Dur-
ham coalfield.

Henry Simon was a very clever man with many suc-
cesses. He was a member of The Institution of Mechani-
cal Engineers in England, Iron and Steel Institute, Austrian
Association of Engineers, and Architects and Civil Engi-
neers Federation of Paris. Cremating is one of the sub-
jects that he showed a great interest too. He also wrote a
book defending this issue and stating its importance. He
designed some of the very first modern crematoriums in
England. He was a vigorous supporter of British-German
collaboration. He made a donation for opening of a chair
in German language in Owens College in Manchester. His
death at the age of 64 on 22 July 1899 was accepted by
everyone with sorrow.,
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terhis olduktan sonra bir Magdeburg mihendislik firma-
sinda konstriktor olarak calismaya baglar.

1860 yilnda Manchesterli bir Ingiliz firmasi, Varsova'dan
Wilna'ya yapilacak demiryolunun ihalesini kazanir. Henry
Simon da bu yapim iginin santiyesine, muhendis alarak
tayin edilir. Bu is bittikten sonra 1865'te ingiltere'ye ge-
lerek Manchester'e yerlesir ve misavir mihendis olarak
calismaya baglar. Saft yerlestirmede yeni gelisen chaud-
ron sisteminin tanitiimasi konusunda etkin faaliyet gdste-
rir. Bir kag yil sonra, degirmen makineleri yapmaya galisan
ve kita Avrupa'sinda faaliyet gdsteren makine imalatgisi
firmalarin acenteligi isini Gstlenir ve ingiliz vatandasigina
kabul edilir.

1878 yilinda Henry Simon Limited sirketini kurar ve ta-
mamen valslerle calisan ilk ingiliz dedirmeni olan, Manc-
hester'deki Mc Dougall Kardegler Un Fabrikasi’ni yapmak
Uzere kontrat imzalar. Bu klgUk baglangigtan sonra, o
gunlerde konusunun en blyUklerinden birisi olarak kabul
edilen Henry Simon firmasini clusturur. O tarihlerde Al-
man becerisinin, ingiliz degirmenciliginin sekillenmesinde
blyUk dlgtde etkili oldudu inkéar edilemez bir gergektir.

1892'de Henry Simon bu sistemle dinyanin dért bir
yaninda 400 un fabrikasi kurmusg oldugunu duyurur. Bir
yll sonra Avustralya'da, Henry Simon (Avustralya) Ltd.
sirketini kurar.

Bu esnada, bagka bir alanda da basariya ulasir. Tanin-
mis bir Fransiz kok finni muhendisi olan Francois Carves
ile isbirligi yaparak, yan Uriinleri de elde etmeyi basaran
ilk by-product kok finnini gergeklestirirler. Arl petedi sek-
lindeki eski kok firinlarinda amonia, benzel ve diger buhar
halindeki kdmir yan Urinleri kaybolmaktaydi. Bu bera-
berlik, 1880'de Simon-Carves firmasinin kurulmasina yol
agtl. 1882°de ilk ingiliz by-product kok firini, Durbam ké-
mir madeninde 25 finrndan olusan bir batarya seklinde
kuruldu.

Henry Simon birgok basarilan olan ¢ok zeki bir insan-
di. ingiliz Makine Mihendisleri Enstitiisi’niin, Demir ve
Celik Enstitusi’nin, Avusturya Mimar ve Muhendisler
Birligi'nin, Paris insaat Muhendisleri Birligi'nin Uyesiydi.
Olilerin yakiimasi, énemle (izerinde durdugu konulardan
birisiydi. Bu konuyu savunan ve énemini belirten bir ki-
tap da yazmistir. ingiltere'de ilk yapilan modern krema-
toryumlarin bazilannin da dizaynlarni yapmigtir. ingiliz-
Alman isbirligi dislncesinin atesli savunucularindandir.
Manchester'daki Owens Koleji'nde Alman lisani Uzerine
kirst acilmasi igin bagista bulunmustur. 22 Temmuz
1899'da 64 yaslinda iken 6lmesi, herkes tarafindan (zin-
tl ile karsilanmuistir.
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Adolf Buhler, the second partner of this company, is
Swiss citizen and was born in 1822, He started to manu-
facture 30 cm rolls for roller mills, on which three cylin-
ders operated on top of each other, besides his casting
business. In that time, there was not strong demand for
milling machinery in Switzerland. Searching sale oppor-
tunities with the machinery he made, Buhler contacted
Henry Simon. Henry Simon had also started agency busi-
ness on milling machinery on that time.

This 3-cylinder-roll took attention of Henry Simon and
he managed to sell them in England. This machine pro-
duced successful results in the early period of roller mill-
ing. By this means, a friendship between the two com-
panies, which has been continuing without interruption
since that day, started.

During the period of transition from millstone to roller
mills, supplying machines was difficult. Buhler produced
its rollers in small scale. Simon was also complaining
about the problems caused by purchasing machines
wherever he can find in order to meset the demand. By
the way, Bihler also bought and sold the other ma-
chines required for mills; and was similarly disturbed by
the problems that assembled machines caused. Coming
together from time to time, Simon and Bihler discussed
the difficulties of obtaining convenient machines uniform-
ly. These discussions led to an idea of entering machine
manufacturing business together in Germany. Majority of
the machines that they sold around the world was manu-
factured by various producers in Germany in that time.

Bihler and Simon, both of them thought that selling
machines abroad is disadvantageous. As every country
has specific and different conditions, prices were also
largely competitive. Various production processes of cus-
tomers and their opinions about machines were numer-
ous. As well as this instability, machinery deliveries were
too slow and long delays were also experienced. From
time to time, customers in other countries had special
requests about the design and construction of machines
according to their needs. Producers finding customers
easily for their production were highly reluctant to make
these alterations. Just to overcome the difficulties, finally,
Bihler and Simon decided to make production on their
own in Germany.

The third partner of this company is Jacques Bau-
mann, a German engineer who majored in milling. He was
thought to be an authority in this subject. His skills influ-
enced Henry Simon so much that Simon appointed him
as chief engineer to the institution in Manchester, England.
Baumann became remarkably successful in this work.
When Siman and Buhler decided to start manufacturing in
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Bu sirketin, ikinci ortagi alan Adolf Bihier, bir Isvicre va-
tandagidir ve 1822 yilinda dogmustur. Isvigre'nin, buglin
Uzwil diye bilinen kasabasinda kgl bir doklimnane ile
ise baslamistir. Bir kag sene sonra, dokim islerinin yani
sira Ust Gste Ug merdanenin gahstigi 30 cm'lik vals tezga-
hini imal etmeya baslamistir, O tarihlerde Isvicra'de degir-
men makinelerine fazla bir talep yoktur. Yaptigi makineye
satis imkanlan arayan Bunler, Henry Simon'la temasa
gecer. Henry Simon da o sralarda degirmen makineleri
konusunda acentelik isine baglamistir.

Bu g merdaneli vals tezgahi Henry Simon'un dikkatini
ceker ve bunlar ingiltere’de satmay! bagarr. Bu makine,
valsli degirmenciligin ilk gtnlerinde gox basarilt neticeler
vermigtir. Bu sekilde iki firma arasinda o glinden bu gune
dek kesintisiz devam eden bir dostiuk baslamis olur.

Degirmen tagindan valsli degirmenlere gegis sdrecl es-
nasinda, makine tedariki zor olmaktaydi. Buhier, valslerini
kiiglk bir dlgekte Uretiyordu, Siman ise talebi karsilamak
icin bulabildigi yerlerden makine almanin yarattigy proo-
lemlerden sikayetciydi. Bu arada Blhler de degirmen
igin gerekli diger makineleri alp satiyordu ve toplanan
makinelerin meydana getirdigi problemierden ayni sekil-
de rahatsiz cluyordu. Simon ve Blhier zaman zaman bir
araya gelerek, ige yarar makinglerin yeknesak bir sekilde
teminindeki zorlukian gérlsiyorlarc. Bu garlismeier her
ikisinin beraberce, Almanya’da makine imalatina girmele-
ri diilstincesini ortaya gixardi. O sirada dinyaya sattikla-
rn degirmen makinglerinin ekseriyet| Almanya'daki cesitli
imalatgilar taraflindan yapiiyordu.

Biihler ve Simon'un her ikisi de, bagka Ulkelere makine
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Frankfurt by uniting their sources, they assigned Baumann
responsibility of managing the plant in Frankfurt by making
him the partner too. By this means, both Simon and Biih-
ler were to be free to continue their operations in their own
countries. “Blhler, Baumann And Co.” came into opera-
tion in Frankfurt in 1892 and it became very successful. At
the beginning, the company came to be known as "Buhler,
Baumann And Co."” due to some special causes. The real
reason is that Simon who entered into a large scale busi-
ness relationship with Seck Bros. Company in Dresden did
not want to reveal that he was the partner of a rival com-
pany. After a short period, this secret was revealed and
the name of the company was changed as "Simon, Bihler,
Baumann and Co.”

In that time, Seck Bros Company in Dresden was one
of the largest milling machinery producers in Europe and
its machines were known with “Reform” brand. Simon
who purchased machines in a large scale from Sack
Company was allowed to use "Reform” name in England.
At the beginning of this century, Simon had continued to
purchase machines in a large scale from other German
milling machinery producers until he started his own ma-
chinery production in England.

Uniting their sources and ideas as to the requirements
of the countries they represented, Simon and Blhler built
and sold many machines and plants in Germany. Expand-
ing the scope of these operations slowly, they operated
in many parts of the world too. In this way, they achieved
international fame that they have today. Leading factor in
this large partnership was German expertise. Research and
development in machines and processes, construction of
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satmakta dezavantajll olduklan kanaatindeydiler. Her dl-
kenin kendine has degisik sartlan oldugu gibi fiyatlar da
blylk olclide rekabete agikti. Msterilerin gesitli Gretim
islemleri ve makineler hakkindaki kanaatleri da ¢ok gesitli
idi. Bu istikrarsizi@in yani sira makine teslimleri de ¢ok
yavas olmakta ve blylk gecikmelerle sik sik karsilasil-
maktaydi. Diger Ulkelerdeki musterilerin, zaman zaman
makinelerin dizayni ve konstruksiyonu konusunda kendi
ihtiyaglarina gére &zel istekleri oluyordu. Uretimlerine ko-
lay musteri bulan imalatgiiar, bu degisiklikieri yapmakta
oldukca isteksiz davranmaktaydilar. iste bu zorluklar yen-
mek icin Bhler ve Simon sonunda, Aimanya'da kendileri
Uretim yapmaya karar verdiler.

Bu sirketin Gglncl ortagl degirmencilik egitimi gérmus
bir Alman muhendisi olan Jacques Baumann idi. Kendi-
sine, bu konuda ctorite olacag gozU ile bakimaktaydi.
Baumann'in yetenekleri Henry Simon'u oylesine etkile-
misti ki onu, Ingiltere Manchester'da bulunan kurulusuna
basmihendis olarak tayin etmisti. Baumann bu gérevde
fevkalade basarili oldu. Simon ve Buhler kaynaklarini bir-
lestirerek, Frankfurt'ta imalata ge¢meye karar verdikle-
rinde, Baumann'l da ortak yaparak Frankfurt'taki tesisi
yonetime sorumlulugunu ona verdiler. Bu sekilde Simon
da, Buhler de kendi Ulkelerindeki faaliyetlerine devam
etme serbestisine sahip olacaklardi. 1892'de “Buhler,
Buamann And Co.” Frankfurt'ta faaliyete gecti ve gok
basarill oldu. Baslangicta bazi &zel nedenlerden dolay
firma “Bihler, Baumann And Co." olarak tanindi. Bunun
esas nedeni, Dresden'de bulunan Seck Bros. firmasi ile
blylk capta is iliskisine girmis olan Simon'un, rakip bir
firmanin ortad oldugunu duyurmak istememesiydi. Kisa
sUre sonra bu sir 8grenildi ve firmanin adi “Simon, Blhler,
Baumann and Co.” olarak degistirildi.

O sirada Dresden’deki Seck Bros firmasi, Avrupa’nin
en buylk degirmen makineleri imalatgilarindan birisiy-
di ve makineleri "Reform" markasi ile taniniyordu. Sack
firmasindan blylk capta makine satin alan Simon'un
ingiltere'de "Reform” ismini kullanmasina miisaade edil-
misti. Simon bu asrin basinda, ingiltere’de kendi makine
imalatiina baslayana kadar diger Alman degirmen maki-
nesi imalatgilarindan da blylk odlgekte makine alimina
devam etmisti.

Temsil ettikleri Ulkelerin ihtiyaglarina gére kaynakla-
rint ve disuncelerini birlestirmis olan Simon ve Buhler,
Almanya'da c¢ok sayida makine ve tesis ingsa ederek
sattilar. Bu faaliyetlerinin kapsamini yavas yavas genis-
leterek diinyanin pek ¢ok yerinde de faaliyet gosterdiler.
Boylece bugin erismis olduklan uluslararasi Une ka-
vustular. Bu blylk ortaklkta énde gelen etken Alman
becerisiydi. Makinelerdeki ve proseslerdeki aragtirma ve
gelistirmeler, tesislerin ve makinelerin konstriksiyon ve
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plants and machines, initiative and guidance in production
were largely of German.

This partnership continued to develop long after the
founders' death. Ernst Darwin Simon (Lard Simon of Wy-
thenshawe) and Adolf Biihler Junior, Sons of the found-
ers, continued the partnership until 1914. If this three
sided partnership that was shaped by Swiss and German
collaboration had continued
without discharging, it would
have been a very strong orga-
nization which is the center of
global milling industry.

Following his famous father,
Lord Simon had significant roles
in British public administration.
He had been the governor of
British broadcasting institution
BBC for many years.

When Baumann retired from
“Simon, Buhler, Baumann” com-
pany in 1909, Dr. Eng. Hugo
Greffenius replaced him. Greffe-
nius joined the company in 1904
and became a partner of the
company when he took over the
management. The true inventor
of handling products pneumati-
cally in flour plants is Greffenius.
He took out his patent with pat-
ent number 256661 in July, 1909.
He registered this patent with his
secretary’s name, Walter Reinhari
and this fact was revealed follow-
ing the death of Greffenius in December, 1953,

German “Luther And Co.” company which was estab-
lished in Braunschweigh in 1849 is one of the oldest ma-
chine producer companies in the world. Hugo Luther
and one of his sons were the picneers of the last century
in this subject and they made their company one of the
world's most important establishments in milling machin-
ery production.

“Amme, Giesecke, Konegen and Seck Broas" Com-
panies that appeared in Germany later were actually es-
tablished by the company’s former employees who left
“Luther And Co." and entered business on their behalf.
Competing against each other unnecessarily, these com-
panies founded MIAG by merging later.

Source: Taken from Milling Magazine dated 3 March 1956.
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Uretiminde inisiyatif ve yonlendirme genelde Almanlara
aitti.

Bu ortaklik, kurucularinin oliminden sonra da uzun yillar
gelismeye devam etti. Kurucularn ogulian, Ernst Darwin Si-
mon (Lard Simon of Wythenshawe) ve Adof Blihler Junyor,
1914 yilina kadar ortakligi strdtrdiiler. ingiliz, isvigre ve Alman
isbirligi ile ortaya gikan bu sacayag, eger dagdimayip devam
etmis olsaycl dinya degirmen
endustrisinin - merkezi haline
gelen ¢ok glgll bir teskilat
olurdu.

Sohretli babasinin izini takip

" eden Lord Simon, Ingiliz kamu

yonetiminde &nemli roller yiik-

lenmigtir. Uzun seneler ingiliz

yayin kurulusu olan BBC'nin
guverndrliguind yapmisgtir.

Baumann, 1909 vyilinda
“Simon, Buhiler, Baumann”
firmasindan, tekalt olarak

ayriinca yerine Dr. MUhendis
Hugo Greffenius gegmis-
tir. Greffenius, 1804 yilinda
firmaya katilmis ve yoneti-
me gecince firmaya ortak
olmustur. Un fabrikalarinda
pnématik olarak mallarn
taginmasinin - esas  mucidi
Greffenius'dur. 1909 wilinin
Temmuz ayinda 256661
patent numarasi ile patenti
tescil edilmistir. Bu paten-
tini sekreteri Walter Rein-
hari adina tescil ettirmistir ve bu gergek, Aralik 1953 te
Greffenius'un olUmU ile ortaya gikrmustir.

1849 vilinda Braunschweig'ta kurulmus olan Alman-
larin “Luther And Co." firmasi dlnyanin en eski makine
imalat firmalarinda birisidir. Hugo Luther ve ogullarindan
biri, gecen asrin bu konudaki dnclleriydiler ve firmalarini
degirmen makineleri imalatinda dinyanin en énemli kuru-
luglarindan birisi haline getirdiler.

Sonralar Aimanya'da ortaya gikan *Amme, Giesecke,
Konegen ve Seck Broas” firmalari, aslinda “Luther And
Co."dan ayrilarak kendi adlanna ige girigen, firmanin eski
calisanlan tarafindan kurulmustur. Birbirleriyle gereksiz bir
rekabete giren bu firmalar, sonradan birleserek MIAG'
kurmuslardir.

Kaynak: Milling Dergisi'nin 3 Mart 1956 tarihii sayisindan alinmigir.
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